Clinical ultrasonography in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
COPD is a highly prevalent disease and one of the most common reasons for hospitalization in Internal Medicine departments. COPD also has significant associated morbidity and mortality. In recent years, multiorgan clinical ultrasonography (pulmonary, cardiac and vascular) has emerged as a tool of considerable usefulness in managing patients with COPD in numerous situations, including the differential diagnosis of dyspnoea of uncertain origin, the assessment of the aetiology in episodes of exacerbation, detecting concomitant heart failure or associated pulmonary hypertension and as support in managing cardiovascular risk factors such as subclinical atherosclerosis. This study summarises the most important evidence regarding this approach and proposes future scenarios for the use of ultrasonography that will help improve the diagnosis, prognostic estimations and the selection of the optimal treatment for this type of patient.